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PERMIMine would be required to protect water

FRO Al

right thing to do. We not only
heard the citizens of Green
Valley, we acted for them.O

For decades, a plume of sul-
fate and Total Dissolved
Solids has been seeping into
the local aquifer from the
open pit copper mine, contam-
inating potable water wells
operated by Community Wa-
ter Company of Green Valley.

By its own admission, the
mine has known about the
plume since at least 1978.

Two Community Water
wells have had to be shut down
inrecent years and replaced by
temporary, Phelps Dodge-
owned wells. The water com-
pany is currently constructing
permanent replacement wells
far from the plumeQs influence
on the east side of Interstate 19
and will be releasing an updat-
ed water quality report soon,
said Manager Art Gabald—n.

The Community Water
wells that were shut down
had sulfate levels of more
than 500 mg/l.

Last year, an early draft of
the mine®s APP was dis-
missed by many residents as
too lenient. Since then, AD-
EQ and Phelps Dodge have
been negotiating a new draft.

Ol know the people were
anxious to see this permit,O
Owens said in a phone inter-
view Thursday. OWe needed
to figure out how to ratchet
down the level of sulfate that
would be allowed because we
knew that going forward, we
would be setting the bar for
other permits.O

Under the new agreement,
the mine is required to protect
groundwater by setting up
pollution controls at three key
drainage areas, including dis-
charging facilities in the mill
area and tailings impound-
ments, and at wash stations
used to clean mine vehicles.

To address the sulfate is-
sue, ADEQ and Phelps Dodge
have entered into a unique
consentagreementunder the
Water Quality Assurance Re-
volving Fund (WQARF) law.

Created in 1986 under the
Environmental Quality Act,
the law, also known as the
State Superfund clean-up
statute, is usually meant to
support hazardous sub-
stance cleanup efforts.

Non-hazardous

Although sulfate is consid-
ered to be non-hazardous by
the EPA, and is listed only in
that agencyOs unenforceable
secondary drinking water
standards, high levels in
drinking water have been
found to cause diarrhea, es-
pecially in the elderly and the
very young, which can lead to

dehydration and  other
health problems for at-risk
populations.

High sulfate levels can also
make water overly hard and
give it an unappealing taste
and smell.

The mineOs APP is the first
instance in which the ADEQ
has used its authority under
the WQARF law to require an
industry to mitigate contam-
ination caused by a non-haz-
ardous substance, according
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to the agency.

Also under the agreement,
the mine will be required to
conduct an inventory of wells
in the area to ensure they
meet the 250 mg/l sulfate lim-
it, conduct quarterly water
quality sampling, and estab-
lish a Community Advisory
Group to keep citizens in-
formed of the Sierrita MineOs
activities.

Phelps Dodge said itOs com-

mitted to the new agree-
mentNthough thereOs still
another round of public com-

ment to get through before
itOs implemented.

OWeOve been working with
the community and regulators
for several years on addressing
the water quality issues
around the Sierrita mine,0
said Peter Faur, a spokesman
for the mining company.

OOur objective has been to
ensure a source of good qual-
ity water for residents, and
we think both the latest draft
of the APP and the consent
order do that.O

The ADEQ plans to hold a
public meeting in Green Val-
ley in late July to give the
public a chance to review and
comment on the revised draft
APP, ADEQ officials said.

Community Water Co.0Os Ga-
bald—n said Thursday he had-
nOt yet seen the new permit
and so couldnOt comment on
the issue at length. He added
that the company would be go-
ing over the agreement care-
fully and would comment at a
later date.
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AMADVlay be used for after school programs

FRO Al

tion classes, senior pro-
grams, library access and
evening community meet-
ings.

Eight people signed a letter
urging development of the
center. They were enrolled in
the family literacy program
at Sopori School and said,
OThis is our first year coming
to school full-time with our
children.O

They said the new building
could be used for after school
programs and said, OMany
children are left on their own
waiting for parents to return
from home.O

Another resident wrote,
OOur community is in need
of a place to gather for local
meetings and gatherings.
This site is in a central loca-

tion in the community,
which makes it a great
choice.O

Two other community fa-
cilities at Amado include the
Amado Food Bank and a pub-
lic swimming pool on the So-
pori school campus.

Some 58.6 percent of the

Amado/Lakewood area is in
the Olow-moderate income
levelO and 78 percent of the
school children are eligible
for federal free or reduced fee
lunch programs.
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Direct: 520-393-5441
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Let me assist yowith all
your real estate needs.

Yvonne D. Slcido

Convenient online purchase

(" GREEN VALLEY DENTAL
NEW PATIENT
INTRODUCTORY OFFER

Routine Cleaning ¥ Exam

Free Consultation...a $130 value!
(X-Rays additional ¥ Expires 9/30/06)

LetOs get acquainted. Take advantage of this special offer.
Come in and meet the doctor and our friendly staff.

DR. GILBERT H. SOKAL
Member of the ADA ¥ 30+ Years Experience in Green Valley
Graduate Columbia Dental School

Call 625 1600
Mon. thru Fri. 8 to 4 ¥ 685 S. Pecan Tree Ln.

Mailed directly to you
70 year fade life
35mm quality
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CANDIDATBS&der expected to be major issue

FRO Al Senate bill that eventually
passed.

Kyl is seeking a third term
as an Arizona senator.

On the Democrat part of the
primary ballot is Jim Peder-
son, a wealthy Phoenix shop-
ping center developer.

The Libertarian is Richard
Mack.

Republicans running for the
chance to oppose Gov. Napoli-
tano are Don Goldwater, Mike
Harris, Len Munsil and Gary
Tupper.

Goldwater is the nephew of
the late Arizona Sen. Barry
Goldwater and has been active
in state Republican affairs for
years.

Harris is a Phoenix-area
businessman, Munsil is con-
sidered a conservative ac-
tivist, and Tupper says heOs a
fiscal conservative who also is
critical of state government.

The Libertarian is Barry
Hess II.
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make some inroads by win-
ning ArizonaQs 8th District.

ArizonaOs 8th encompasses
part of Pima County and all of
Cochise and Santa Cruz coun-
ties.

Two years ago, former state
legislator Randy Graf chal-
lenged Kolbe for the Republi-
can nomination. HeOs back,
one of the five on the Republi-
can side of the ballot.

The others are state Rep.
Steve Huffman who has been
endorsed by Kolbe; Mike Hel-
lon, a tax consultant and long-
time party official; Frank An-
tenori, retired Army Green
Beret and now working at
Raytheon Missile Systems;
and Tucson businessman
Mike Jenkins.

Democrats running for Ari-
zonaOs 8th are Gabrielle Gif-
fords, who resigned as a state
senator to seek the seat; for-
mer TV newscaster Patti
Weiss, airline pilot Jeff Latas,
Tucson school board member
Alex Rodriguez, former feder-
al employee Francine Schac-
ter, and Bill Johnson of Bis-
bee.

The Libertarian is David
Nolan.

Two earlier candidates, Tim
Sultan and Dwight Leister, did
not file nominating petitions
by Wednesday.

Border security and immi-
gration reform are expected to
be major issues this year.

Last December, the House
of Representatives passed a
strict border security bill
that contained no provisions
for dealing with the estimat-
ed 11 million illegal immi-
grants living in the United
States.

That House bill will be rec-
onciled with a Senate bill that
increases border security and
also provides ways for some il-
legal immigrants to gain per-
manent residency or citizen-
ship.

1tOs not known how much
border issues will affect the
U.S. Senate race. Kyl was a co-
author of a stiff border bill
and, in fact, voted against the

¢ At the Pump

Average price per gallon for regular
unleaded gas, week ending June 16, 2006:

Green Valley:  $3.00
Tucson: $2.88
Phoenix: $2.99
National: $2.88

SOURCE: AAA ARIZONA AND THE GREEN VALLEY NEWS STAFF

WINDOW COVERINGS ¥ TILE ¥ CARPETING

SINCE 1978

QSf design interiors
3 doors from Safewa

Ready to Kill
Your Computer?

Complete Hardware/Software Solutions

Accounting and Payroll
Tax Reporting

Financial Statements

Preparation

Audits and Reviews ¥ Microsoft Certified Professionald

. ¥ Repairs & Upgrades
AUl T SEEEY ¥ Cable Networking

¥ Linksys Wireless Networks

¥ On-site Troubleshooting

¥ Virus Removal

¥ Spyware Removal

¥ Business Accounts Welcome
¥ Software Installation

¥ Setup & Training

¥ Dell Reseller

Dr. Kompute rte offer

personal, one

399-4388 on one support

Terry Cogan

Certified Public Accountant
3290 S. Camino Del Sol, # 14

648-299C

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

A Real Estate
Sale Every
2.5 Days

Get In on the Action!

Call the #1 Sales Team for
Coldwell Banker in Southern Arizona

KEN & CARO LYN

HERB

The Best U/.f,!

393-5401 R

www.kenandcarolyn.com BESIBENTIAL BROKERAGE

of the
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Do you have signi“cant assets but limited monthly income?
Donst pay a higher interest rate for a stated income loan.

Call CasAa TERRA M ORTGAGE FUNDING
520-548-413- Experienced, Reliable Home Loans

Susan

Durham
Owner
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