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ed to make a reservation.

County administrator disputes state
auditor’s report on misspent funds

By Jim Lamb
Green Valley News

Pima County Administra-
tor Chuck Huckelberry is an-
noyed at the claim by the
state auditor general’s office
that the county misspent
state transportation funds to-
taling more than $5 million.

He wants the state attor-
ney general to set the auditor
general straight.

The auditor general’s of-
fice said last week that in the
last fiscal year Pima County
improperly spent $5,026,195
of its state highway and
transportation funds.

In all, Pima County re-
ceived $41.8 million in High-
way User Revenue Funds
(HURF) and $12.1 million in
Vehicle License Taxes (VLT)
last year.

Arizona’s  constitution
says HURF money can’t be
spent on anything but road
construction and mainte-
nance.

And a state law directs
some of the state’s VLT into
HURE

Huckelberry contends that
notall of the VLT money goes
into the pot that’s highly re-
stricted by the constitution.

He said some of the money
is for “transportation pur-

poses,” and not just for road
construction and mainte-
nance.

Thus, he argued, it can be
used for sidewalks, bike
lanes, bus pullouts and other
similar things.

The auditor general’s re-
port noted that $10,689 of
state revenues was spent for
“other” items, including dry
cleaningservices, key chains
and stress balls and some em-
ployee costs.

Huckelberry said the audi-
tor general used these items
“to maneuver this issue to
the front pages of local news-
papersandmake itapolitical
issue.”

Huckelberry said the dry
cleaning went to clean some
employee uniforms worn for
safety, key chains and stress-
balls were given as a “small
token or momento” at such
things as groundbreakings.
Some employee costs, he
said, involved tuition help
for workers taking courses to
make them more productive.

He also asked the supervi-
sors to take $5,026,195 from
the county stabilization fund
to cover the costs if the attor-
ney general decides that
transportation money was
misspent by the county.
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By Tim Hull
Green Valley News

After years of negotiations,
state regulators issued a re-
vised draft of a water quality
permit for the Phelps Dodge
Sierrita Mine Thursday that
includes unprecedented stan-
dards for sulfate levels in
drinking water.

The permit establishes a
maximum allowable limit of
250 milligrams per liter (mg/1)
for sulfate in drinking water
affected by the mine’s opera-
tions, the same standard listed
in the federal Environmental
Protection Agency’s second-
ary drinking water standards.

The Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality, the
agency responsible for issu-

ing the mine’s Aquifer Protec-
tion Permit (APP), is calling
the standard “the toughest
sulfate level that ADEQ has
ever included in a water qual-
ity permit.”

“This ground-breaking or-
der will help ensure that the
drinking water supply for the
community is safe from sul-
fate contamination,” said AD-
EQ Director Steve Owens.

Owens added the agree-
ment is likely to set a prece-
dent in the state for other
mines and industries that dis-
charge sulfate into aquifers.

“We knew that whatever we
were goingto do would also set
a precedent and establish an
outline,” for other agree-
ments, he said. “This was the

SEE PERMIT, PAGE A3

Candidates meet filing
deadlines to run for office

By Jim Lamb
Green Valley News

There were no surprises,
no last-minute filings or
withdrawals Wednesday in
the race for Arizona’s 8th
Congressional District.

Wednesday was the filing
deadline, and six Democrats,
five Republicans and one
Libertarian submitted nomi-
nating petitions trying to
capture the seat being vacat-
ed by longtime U.S. Rep. Jim
Kolbe.

In the race for governor, in-
cumbent Janet Napolitano
had no opposition for the De-
mocratic primary, while four

Republicans and one Liber-
tarian filed papers hoping to
challenge her next fall.

U.S. Sen. Jon Kyl, an Ari-
zona Republican, has no op-
position in the primary, and
neither do his announced op-
ponents—Democrat Jim Ped-
erson and Libertarian
Richard Mack.

Voters in November will
select all 435 members of the
House of Representatives,
where Republicans hold a
231-201 seat advantage.
There’s also one independent
and two vacancies.

Observers say there’s a
chance for Democrats to

SEE CANDIDATES, |PAGE A3

Amado to get community center from Pima County bond funds

By Jim Lamb
Green Valley News

Using bond revenues, Pima
County is going to build a
small building for Amado res-
idents, a move that some say
will help build a feeling of

Amado is about 10 miles
south of Green Valley on In-
terstate 19.

Plans call for a 3,300-square-
foot concrete block structure
that will be used for commu-
nity meetings and possibly af-
ter-school activities for some
of the children.

It will be built on the Sopori
Elementary School grounds.

Sopori is a school in the
Sahuarita Unified School Dis-
trict, which provided land for
the new building.

The district is also provid-
ing architectural services,
maintenance and custodial

personnel to help run the cen-
ter. It will also provide utili-
ties.

The construction funds
come from Neighborhood
Reinvestment bond revenues
that voters approved in 1997
and 2004. The money is to pro-
vide small scale capital im-

economically stressed com-
munities.

Pima County Supervisor
Sharon Bronson hailed the se-
lection of the Amado project.
She represents Amado and
most of rural Pima County.

The county’s Neighborhood
Reinvestment Program esti-

dents and 873 households in
the 100-square-mile area.

The building will be used
for the Even Start Family Lit-
eracy Center.

It may also be used for sum-
mer and after school pro-
grams, clinics, adult educa-

community. Estimated cost is $500,000. services for the building and provements in socially and mated there are 3,879 resi- SEE AMADO,
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